Children's Book and Media Review
Volume 40
Issue 11 November 2019

Article 18

2019

Stickmen's Guide to Watercraft
Kristie Hinckley

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr

BYU ScholarsArchive Citation
Hinckley, Kristie (2019) "Stickmen's Guide to Watercraft," Children's Book and Media Review: Vol. 40: Iss.
11, Article 18.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss11/18

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Children's Book and Media Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For
more information, please contact ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.

Hinckley: Stickmen's Guide to Watercraft

Book Review

Stickmen’s
Guide to Watercraft
Author

John Farndon

Illustrator

John Paul de Quay

Reviewer

Kristie Hinckley

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
31

Year
2016

Join the Stickmen (literally stick-figure men) as they explore how
different kinds of watercraft work. Investigate passenger ships,
aircraft carriers, cargo ships, sailboats, submarines, hovercrafts,
and even some strange watercraft inventions, like cow-powered
paddleboats, water bikes, wave-walkers, and dolphin boats.
Get up-close views from the control room of a watercraft, and
learn how to identify the control room when you’re looking at the
outside of a ship. Learn interesting information and facts, such as
the history of watercraft, how submarines dive under water, how
many tons a passenger ship weighs, and what navigation systems
an aircraft carrier uses.
This nonfiction book has very small text. It includes many text
features like detailed diagrams, a glossary with uncommon
words, and a historical timeline. The stick-figure pictures that
have been colored in will remind readers of books like Diary of
a Wimpy Kid. Similar to that book, the humorous cartoon-like
illustrations and visually appealing bright colors will probably
attract a young reader, but the vocabulary and facts are better
suited to children in fifth through eighth grade. After reading this
book, a reader will likely want to go on a cruise, learn to control a
sailboat, or see the imaginary wave-walker in action.
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